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Turning WordPress websites  into 

mobile applications 



Today’s Agenda 

1) Introduction  

2) What is IdeaPress and how it came to be 

3) IdeaPress Mobile BETA 

4) Features/Challenges of IdeaPress Mobile 

5) Demonstration of IdeaPress Mobile 

6) What’s next 



We are a cross platform triple play consulting agency based 

in Markham, Ontario founded in 2010 

 

• We focus on providing highly customized web, mobile and cloud 

solutions 

• IdeaNotion is a Microsoft Partner and we have collaborated with 

Microsoft on numerous projects previously 

• Provide services for charities, start-ups, large auto makers and many 

more… 

Who are we? 



Twitter:  

@_michaelsiu 

LinkedIn: 

ca.linkedin.com/in/siumichael 

Email: 

Michael.Siu@ideanotion.net 
 

Position: 

Lead Developer at IdeaNotion 

Development Inc. 

Relevance: 

 One of the Creators of IdeaPress 

Experience in: 

• Windows 8 applications 

• Web applications  

• Mobile applications 

• WordPress 

About me 



Mobile content is not displayed consistently across multiple devices 

and yet…. 
 

• By next year, mobile internet users will overtake fixed internet users 

• Consistent presentation of content is crucial for all businesses 

 

 

The problem… 



To  allow content to be displayed consistently across all 
devices and at the same time; while also inheriting the native 

features of each device 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our vision for IdeaPress 



IdeaPress – How it started 

• We decided to solve a big problem by breaking it into smaller pieces 

 

• Since WordPress powers 20% of the web 

 

• Windows 8 was the first OS to provide native support for HTML 5 
and CSS 

 

• Therefore we used the customizability of Wordpress to create an 
open source project called IdeaPress 
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IdeaPress open source project 

• The Ideapress Project is a open source projects that allows 

developers to turn WordPress site into Windows 8 applications 

 

• Works on both WordPress.ORG and WordPress.com 

 

• Support native features such as search, swipe and live tiles 

 

• Easily useable by developers, but difficult for non-developers to 

take advantage of… 
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Microsoft’s challenge … 

They provided marketing assistance 

and awarded our first users with free 

developer accounts to get their apps 

published 

Microsoft challenged us to build 

an easy-to-use and innovative 

way for casual bloggers and 

website owners to make 

applications 
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IdeaPress online wizard 

• Allow users to create Windows 8 application without writing a single 

line of code 

• Application can be generated in 5 steps via an Online Wizard 

• Enables users to focus on the styling while IdeaPress takes care of 

the coding 
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IdeaPress online wizard process 

App package is submitted 

to store for publishing 

Submission 

Construction 

Publishing 

User creates app on 

IdeaPress wizard 

IdeaPress constructs app 

Submit package to 

IdeaPress build process. 
  



Original IdeaPress features 

• Posts lists and articles 

• Supports Embedded media  

• Related posts 

• Bookmarks 

• Search  

• Share 

• Offline Mode 

 



Milestones 

• 3000+ apps created using the IdeaPress Wizard 
 

• Over 300 apps published by IdeaNotion since May 2013 
 

• More than 50,000 downloads 
 

• Has been used in Hackathon events in Montreal and Moscow 
 

• Apps created in 10+ languages for users worldwide 
 

• We’ve made it FREE to create an application. 

 







IdeaPress version 2 open beta 

We added new functionality to IdeaPress to work 

on the biggest mobile platforms 



IDEAPRESS ONLINE WIZARD 

WALKTHROUGH AND DESIGN 



Step 1: The Dashboard 



Step 2: Website Confirmation 



Install Plugin 



Step 3: Customization and Styling 



Step 4: Content 



Step 5: Finishing 



Technical Overview 

• Support Cross-platform 

• Perform faster than web app 

• Cache data for offline viewing 

• Dynamic update 
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Multi-platform challenges 

• Developing adaptable 

layouts to work on 

multiple platforms and 

screen sizes 

 

• Support for native 

features varied for each 

platform 

 

• Needed to implement 

the same features for 

each platform 
 



Dynamic updating 



info@ideanotion.net 26 

Dynamic updating 



info@ideanotion.net 27 

IdeaPress users to date 

Surprising distribution of users driven by WordPress users blogging 

about IdeaPress all over the world 

• Reviewed in over 

a dozen different 

languages 

 

• Tweeted and 

shared by several 

influencers 

 

• Free publishing to 

early adaptors 

 



What’s next for IdeaPress? 

Custom tablet app capabilities 

Moving into other CMS!! 
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How can you help? 

Try out the IdeaPress wizard for free at ideapress.me 

Let us know what you think and/or any suggestions for 

improvement you may have 

Enjoy your new apps! 



Resource links 

• IdeaPress Mobile Online Wizard: Ideapress.me 

 

• IdeaPress Online Wizard: Win8.Ideapress.me 

 

 

• IdeaPress Open Source Project: 
https://github.com/ideanotion/ideapress  

 

• http://www.webnotwar.ca/build-a-windows-8-application-for-
your-wordpress-site-limited-offer/ 

• http://blogs.msdn.com/b/cdnstudents/archive/2013/04/19/turn-
your-wordpress-site-into-a-windows-8-app-without-any-
coding-really.aspx 
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Thank you!  

  
Twitter: @_michaelsiu 

LinkedIn: ca.linkedin.com/in/siumichael 

Email: Michael.Siu@ideanotion.net 
 


